UPDATE

Lt. Col. Larry Scheetz speaks at the ossuary dedication.

Lt. Col. Larry Scheetz places cremated remains in the ossuary. Staff Sgt. Amanda
Morrow is holding a rope used to gently lower the remains
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illcrest Memorial Park, Hermitage,
Pennsylvania, on Veterans Day
dedicated an ossuary in its Avenue
of Flags. During the ceremony, the
cremated remains of 10 veterans were
placed in the ossuary.
The ossuary is intended as a permanent
place of rest for cremated remains not yet
placed for memorialization. In addition,
the cemetery hopes it will help provide the
funds to maintain the Avenue of Flags and
the cemetery’s War on Terror Memorial,
which honors those who have lost their
lives to terrorism since September 9, 2001,
including those who fought in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
The avenue began during the Iran
hostage crisis of 1979, with an American
flag added every day the Americans taken
hostage in the U.S. Embassy in Tehran remained in captivity. Eventually, there were
444 flags, many donated by local veterans
and their families. Flagpoles and the labor
to erect them were initially donated by local companies and the steelworkers union.
Hillcrest plans to have families who
would like their loved ones’ cremated
remains added to the ossuary send the
remains and a tax-deductible check written
to the Avenue of 444 Flags Foundation so
that the foundation will have the funds to
maintain the memorial and flags, which
have to be retired and replaced as they
become damaged.
Some of the remains interred in this
initial ceremony came from Lane Family
Funeral Homes, which had the cremated
remains in storage because they had not
been claimed by the families.
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John Flynn
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“We look at this as a national program,” Hillcrest owner Tom
Flynn said. “There have to be tens of thousands of cremated
remains sitting abandoned in storage areas at funeral homes and
hundreds of thousands in basements and garages. We are throwing away our heritage.”
He hopes that providing an interment spot in the middle of the
famous avenue, which has been featured many times in newspapers and on magazine covers, will lead families who are keeping
cremated remains at home to finally make arrangements for final
disposition. He said a website will offer families the chance to
record the lives of the people whose remains are laid to rest in
the ossuary.
Separate areas of the ossuary are planned for each branch of
the armed forces, as well as for firefighters, police officers, emergency responders and the general public.
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