UPDATE

Left, Lt. Col. Oliver North, retired U.S. Marine,
stands in the middle of Hillcrest Memorial Park’s
Avenue of Flags and (above) at the cemetery’s
War On Terror Memorial to film introductions to
segments of the 100th episode of his show, “War
Stories with Oliver North.”

Oliver North films for television show at Hillcrest Cemetery

O

n December 2, retired U.S. Marine
Oliver North was involved in another
secret mission, this one involving Hillcrest
Memorial Park in Hermitage, Pennsylvania.
It was a complete success, reports Hillcrest
President Tom Flynn.
North, the decorated Marine Vietnam War
veteran, best-selling author and military historian who rocketed to national fame during
the Iran-Contra scandal in the 1980s, came
to Hillcrest as part of his latest role, hosting
“War Stories with Oliver North” on Fox.
“He was filming the 100th episode of
‘War Stories,’” Flynn said. “He wanted to
use our Avenue of Flags as a backdrop for
the episode, which was about the removal of
troops from Iraq.”
During the Iran hostage crisis in 1979,
Flynn decided to erect a flag for every day the
American hostages were held in Tehran. In
the end, with help from the community, 444
flags went up, and over the years, Flynn has
kept them flying. The effect is striking.
“Some time ago, a Fox producer called
and said they were going to come out and do
something on the anniversary of the taking of
our embassy in Tehran,” Flynn said.
“They thought the flags would make a
great backdrop. This would have been with
Greta Van Susteren, who has a nightly program on Fox. They did film here, but she had
a conflict, so she didn’t come to the cemetery.
“The producer called to tell me she
couldn’t come and we started chatting. He
mentioned that he’s also Col. North’s producer and I said, ‘I’ve watched Col. North for
many years. I respect him greatly and if you
ever have the opportunity, we would love to
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On the left is Harry Neel,
president of Jefferson
Memorial Park and Funeral Home, Pittsburgh,
and a former ICCFA board
member. He served as an
aviator with the U.S. Navy
and with the Pennsylvania Air National Guard.
On the right, his brother
Jeff, who was a U.S. Army
ranger. In the center are
North and the Neels’
father, John D. Neel, CCE,
a former ICCFA president,
who flew 50 combat missions over Italy as a bomber pilot in World War II.

him out here.’” The producer said he’d keep
that in mind, and it turns out he wasn’t just
being polite, because around the beginning of
November 2011, he called Flynn about using
the Avenue of Flags for North’s show.
A cameraman came up from Pittsburgh
to scout out the location, and based on his
report, the idea was given the green light.
“They gave us a date about two weeks out,
and after that, I just had to keep an eye on the
weather report. I think if it was going to be
raining like heck, they would have shot the
scenes somewhere else.”
Flynn also was sworn to secrecy, at least
as far as the media was concerned, since a
crowd of onlookers would have disrupted the
filming. “Those microphones are so sensitive,
they pick up anything,” Flynn said. Fox asked
him to close off the cemetery while they were
filming so they would not have to contend
with traffic noise and cars in the background.
“We were happy to accommodate,” he said.

People driving up were simply told what was
happening and asked to return later. “Everybody was just wonderful about it.”
After-the-fact publicity was fine. And
Flynn did in fact tell some people, but they
were all sworn to secrecy as well. He held a
reception at the cemetery chapel. About 50
people attended, including the Neal family of
Jefferson Memorial Park and Funeral Home
in Pittsburgh—cemeterians and veterans.
Also invited was a member of the cemetery’s War on Terror Memorial board who is
an editor for the local newspaper. “The next
day, Oliver North was in color on the front of
the newspaper.”
Flynn also invited three local families who
had lost family members in Iraq. The crowd
was basically military, ex-military or military
families, he said.
Filming at the cemetery involved a crew
of 12 people, Flynn said, including two
producers, a film crew, a lighting crew and
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Above, funeral director Mark Krause, CFuE, is flanked by
Stephanie and Karl Kann, Worshams’s program director
and president, respectively. Right, an ice sculpture of the
college’s logo. Far right, funeral director and Worsham
graduate Steve Dawson of Looney Train on the keyboards. Inset below, Worsham College’s new campus.

Worsham College celebrates 100 years, shows off new campus

T

he Worsham College of
Mortuary Science, Wheeling,
Illinois, recently celebrated its
100 year anniversary at a gala
event at its newly renovated,
state-of-the-art campus. The
event featured speakers, live
music, cocktails and hors
d’oeuvres served in an enormous
over-sized tent that easily
accommodated the 325 alumni
and guests who took part in the evening’s
festivities.
The evening began with a presentation by
Worsham College President Karl Kann, who
welcomed attendees. An open house and tour
of the recently renovated campus followed.
Newly designed features include an
expansive “selection room,” showcasing
Batesville’s new lines of caskets, urns and
memorial jewelry. Also, Aurora Casket Co.’s
new prearranging software and kiosk were
unveiled, along with the remodeled space
shared with Wilbert Vaults’ urn and vault
displays.

The open house also showcased the college’s larger classrooms and new computer
lab, as well as a newly redesigned library
featuring a collection of Egyptian art replicas.
Also featured were the new headquarters for
the Cremation Association of North America,
whose offices are now located on the Worsham campus.
Worsham College officials received several awards during the evening, including the
NFDA Special Recognition Award for their
dedicated service to quality education, which
NFDA President Patrick Lynch presented to
Karl and Stephanie Kahn.

Paul Rahill, president of
Matthews Cremation Division,
presented on behalf of Matthews
International a donation to the
Bruno B. Bak Memorial Scholarship Fund, along with a bronze
plaque commemorating 100 years
of dedication to educating funeral
service professionals.
CANA President Mark
Matthews presented Worsham
student Brandon Griffin with the CANA Jack
Springer Scholarship Award for outstanding
academic achievement.
Ernest Adams, immediate past president of
the National Funeral Directors and Morticians Association, and John “Chip” Humes,
president of the Illinois Funeral Directors
Association and a Worsham graduate, made
presentations to the Kanns recognizing them
for their continued commitment to advancing
excellence in funeral service education.
Worsham College of Mortuary Science
offers an accelerated one-year associate’s
degree in mortuary science.
r

NOR TH AT HILLCREST
➤from page 44
a audio crew. North was filmed making
introductory remarks to the show’s segments.
“We were on each time the show came back
from commercial and he introduced the new
segment,” Flynn said. North did not mention
Hillcrest, but they were listed in the credits of
the show, which aired shortly after filming.
North was at Hillcrest for about four
hours, Flynn said. He’d been told North
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would “duck in and say a few words” at
the reception, but he did much more. “He
‘ducked in’ for about 45 minutes.
“Lt. Col. North was absolutely wonderful.
He was gracious, he took time with everybody and agreed to be in photos with everybody. I had my own cameraperson there.
“Of course his staff was ready to head
on out, and they were kind of tapping their
toes, but he took his time with everybody and

couldn’t have been nicer or more gracious.
“He also signed memorabilia for people.
One of the fathers had a son who provided
security for Col. North in Iraq back in 2005
and had his photo taken with him then. The
young man was killed by a suicide bomber
three weeks later. Col. North autographed that
photo for the family.
“It really turned out to be a very special
day, especially for those three families.” r
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